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1. Do you and your 
family normally 
celebrate 
Thanksgiving? 






3. Do you think the original Pilgrims 
were the kind of folks you would like 
to have as neighbors? 





SHNS graphic by Kelly Martin 


They tended to be more tolerant 
because they had lived among the 
Dutch and had suffered so much for 
their faith,” Maxwell said. 

: The poll found residents of small 
towns and rural areas are much 
more likely to believe their family 
tree could be rooted to the 





* “Pilgrim blood. 





Plymouth Colony.than are those in| 


major cities and suburbs. 


Young adults are more likely to’ | 
believe they have Pilgrim blood‘ 


than are older people, probably 


reflecting the statistical reality that ` 


young people have a greater chance 
of possessing such lineage. A son is 


- twice as likely as his father to be a 


Mayflower descendant because the 
son could be descended either 


through his father’s family or his. .... 


mother’s. ; , 

But the poll also demonstrated 
the remarkable depth of the Pilgrim 
dream to include millions of people 
of all walks of life. Although the first 
residents of Plymouth Colony all 
were devout Protestants, 21 
percent of the Roman Catholics in 
the study said they may have 


j- cae 
Although the Pilgrims all were 


. Caucasian, 17 percent of African 


American poll respondents said 


- they believe they areMayflower ~- 
descendants. They could be right, , - 
~ because millions of African 


Americans have white ancestors. 
And even though the Pilgrims 

helped found New England; a 

quarter of the residents of the 


South, Midwest and West believe `- 
they are descended from those first . 


kees. The survey was conducted 
Sept. 22 through Oct. 11 by Scripps 
Howard News Service and the E.W 


Scripps School of Journalism at Ohio — 


University. Households were 
selected at random and residents 
were interviewed by telephone 
under the supervision of Prof. Joe 
Bernt, director of Scripps Survey 
Research Center, Athens, Ohio. 
The survey has a margin òf: 
error of 4 percent. fot 
— Thomas Hargrove is reporter 
Scripps Howard News Service ele H. 
Stempel III is professor emeritus at the 
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The following are the percentages 


{< of Americans, broken down by 
: Various groups, who say “yes” to 
` the question: “Do you think the 


original Pilgrims were the kind of 
folks you’d like to have as next 
door neighbors, or note” 


Entire nation — 56 percent 


« Men — 53 
Women — 59 ! 
Age 18-24 — 45 
Age 25-44 — 54. 
Age 45-64 — 60 


Age 65 or older — 69 


Lives in Northeast — 59 
Lives in South — 55 ` 


+ Lives in Midwest — 58 


Lives in West — 55 


~ Lives in major city — 52 


Lives in small city — 63 
Lives in suburb — 49 
Lives in rural area — 62 
Protestant — 64 E 
Roman Catholic — 53 


f. Jewish — 55 


No religious preference — 38 
Attended church recently —64 - 
Not been to church recently — 52 
Very liberal — 43. 
Somewhat liberal — 48 

Middle of the road — 55 
Somewhat conservative — 62 

Very conservative —- 73 


White — 61 
Black — 52 

i Hispanic — 41 
Asian — 22 


Married with children — 62 


: Married, no children — 50 
: Single with children — 56 
| Single, no children — 48 


; ‘— Source: a scientific telephone survey of 
i 1,015 adult residents of the United States 
i: conducted Sept: 22 through Oct. 11 by 
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